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The first comparison that appears from the opening paragraph is that of the 
company of humans with which lie walks and the company of ephemerae that he 
"overhears." Franklin most likely repeated the word "company" in this instance so that the 
reader might see the connection more easily. With this same method of comparison, the 
garden at the Moulin Joly estate is represented by the leaf that the flies rest upon. As he 
listens to them, he notes that they must be content with their government and society since 
they have nothing better to discuss than foreign music. This should show the reader that 
Franklin will definitely address some type of political issue within the work at some point. 





Next, Franklin describes the gray-headed fly who stands alone and speaks to 
himself. Obviously, this gray-headed fly symbolizes Franklin himself. Fran klin 's record of 
Ms speech serves as the entire paragraph that follows. This portion of the work serves as 
Franklin's emotional vent in a way. He uses it to exhibit his views about him self his past 
life, and the state of the world. 

The world that the ephemerae live in lasts eighteen hours according to the old fly. 
The life span of the world of the flies is not the important issue; howevejr^jhe fact that 
their world has an end just the same as it had a beginning is. Franklin uses this to remind 
the reader that the human world will one day end, as well. By comparing the be ginn ing 
and end of our world to the rise and fall of the sun, he prevents the reader from taking our 
temporary world for granted. 

He then begins to discuss his age and the works of his life. Though this is literally 
the fly speaking, it is also the precise words ofFranklin himself figuratively. The fly states 
that it does not expect to live much longer than seven or eight minutes. Proportionally, 
tMs would mean that Franklin expects to live only a few more years. He was somewhere 
between seventy and eighty years old at the time tMs was written. The ephemera then tells 
how the works of Ms life ("amassing honey-drew") will be enjoyed by his younger 
companions and not by himself, since he will soon expire. This is very much what 
happened to Franklin. He died in 1 790, so he was able to enjoy only fourteen years of 
independence as an American and only three years of the democratic republic that was 
established in part by himself. 

In the next few lines, he leaves the reader with the bulk of his political 
commentary. He states that laws will have no effect over immorality, and that any fresh, 
new state will quickly become consumed by corruption. He compares this to a general 
trend that has occurred throughout Mstory. The reader is meant to question realize how 
little Franklin believes society as a whole has learned of freedom and independence. 
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the life expectancy was much shorter. His perception of himself as he paints it in such 
writings as this has become the historical perception of himself. He has been criticized for 
his flaws that he never wrote about, however. He was criticized as a horrible father and 
an adulterer for the most part. The things he discusses in The Ephemera focus on Ms 
achievements and the incredible role he has played in founding tills nation. I believe that 
he has done this for a reason. While not appearing conceited at all, he has done his part to 
assure that he will be remembered for his achievements and not his mistakes. I think this 
illustrates the wit and wisdom of Benjamin Franklin to a high degree. 









Clear, focussed/limited thesis slated in the intro, (subject + point of significance) 

Introduction that engages reader and gets the essay started quickly. 

Clear supporting points. 

Clear organization overall —reader should not have to figure out why points are organized the wa> 
they are. 

Paragraphs are 

—unified: one idea and one idea only; 

—coherent: sentences within paragraph flow logically; and 

—developed: supporting details and examples are carefully explained and shown. 

Transitions used between paragraphs. 

Conclusion quickly closes essay and does not restate every point made in essay. 

Sentences are grammatically correct. 

Punctuation is used correctly. 

No spelling errors or typos. 

Quotations are smoothly incorporated within the text and cited correctly (NILA). 


PROBLEMS WITH YOUR ESSAY 


OVERALL: 

-Thesis 

—Organization 
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—Clear supporting points - 
INTRODUCTION: 
—Engages reader 
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-Gets the essay started quickly 


CONCLUSION: 

—Completes essay 

—Avoids restating points of the essay 
PARAGRAPHS : " ’ 

—Coherence %/ ^ . / ( 




—Development \/ 

SENTENCES: 

—Sentence construction (anything from fragments to structural problems) 


—Uses words concisely, avoiding wordiness 
GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION: 

—Spelling 
-Typos 
—Word choice 
-Quotations 





